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SUCCESS
Our success story is about Gary.  When Gary first came to The Center in 1991, he was lazy.  He had never been taught the value of work as he grew up in a lifestyle where everything was taken care of for him.  Gary lived with his father in a hotel and when his father died he was alone with his father in the hotel room for two days before anyone knew.
After his father died, Gary needed a place to live.  He began services at The Center and began sharing an apartment with another gentleman from The Center with the help of a supported living coach.  Unfortunately, Gary wasn’t ready to live in this type of arrangement; he needed more supports.  He needed to learn responsibility, how to take care of himself and be a good friend.  In order to receive the supports he needed, Gary moved to a group home environment so he could learn and practice living more independently.  
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Besides Residential Services, Gary receives Adult Day Training where he enjoys doing arts and crafts projects, working on the computer, learning to cook, and loves playing soccer and horseshoes.  While in Adult Day Training, he saw others going into the community to do volunteer work or going to a paying job.  He heard about their experiences and saw how much they enjoyed it and enjoyed being able to buy things they wanted.  Gary wanted that experience too.  He began volunteering at Morning Star Fishermen where fish (tilapia) are raised.  He learned about growing the fish, transferring them to other tanks as they grew and also growing vegetables hydrponically from the waste water.  During the year he worked at Morning Star, he learned self-worth, and developed motivation.  He became a responsible worker and made sure he dressed appropriately and was well groomed in all facets of his life.  
After his volunteer experience, he knew he was ready to try a paying job.   With the help of a job coach in the Supported Employment Program, he began working at ABC Pizza.  He has been employed at ABC Pizza for over two years now and his manager says he is a very hard worker.  The waitresses all like him and he received a $100 gift card for Christmas.   
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Now that Gary has become a responsible employee he is able to use his salary for some of the things he wants and as he has become more responsible, his spending is more realistic.  Rather than just buying toys, he now spends his money for a summer camp each year; it’s his vacation.  Gary also recently went to Wrestlemania in Orlando with some others and was able to pay for souvenirs and a motel room to spend the night.  Gary loves sports and knows most all the players of any sport.  He loves watching baseball, hockey, football, etc.  Learning karate was quite an achievement and he now has a blue belt.
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In 2007, the Arc of Florida Annual Conference was held at the Vinoy Resort in St. Petersburg.  As the location was so close, several individuals served by The Center wanted to attend.  They attended sessions during the day, but the highlight of the event was a formal ball, “A Night at the Oscar’s.”  Each individual chose their tuxedos and formal gowns and dance the night away having a wonderful time.  

Gary’s character has grown tremendously over the years.  He has become calmer, happier and gets along well with others.  Although Gary had no immediate family other than a brother, they had been estranged for many years.  He now has that relationship again in his life and sees his brother when he can.  In Adult Day Training, he takes the initiative to help others that are less able to do things for themselves, such as help with tying shoelaces. 
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There are always others who have more difficult problems and have less than we do, and last Thanksgiving Gary wanted to do something about it.  He asked staff to help him organize a food drive for a needy family during the Thanksgiving holiday.  They got a box and sent notes home to families for assistance in getting the food together.  Gary collected food from October 23 through November 20.  With the money that staff donated for the Thanksgiving box, Gary went to the store and purchased a ham and a few more items to fill the box.  Gary delivered the food box himself with help from staff and really enjoyed helping a family in need for the holiday.  

Gary went to Tallahassee last year to meet with each of the Pasco legislative delegation to let them know how his services have changed his life and to ask for help to be able to remain in his home.  Walking around the capitol from room to room all day was very tiring, especially when he stayed up late the night before watching baseball.
Gary has really changed a lot in the time he has received services from The Center.  He has gained motivation and self-confidence, become a good self-advocate and a responsible and caring gentleman.

Representative Peter Nehr with Gary








