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SUCCESS
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Our success story comes from the Adult Day Training Program.  We’d like to share the triumphs of Danny.  

Danny came to The Center for Independence, Inc. in early 1997.  Emile Laurino, Chief Executive Officer, took over guardianship for him and one of his close friends.  In July 1999, United Way helped provide funds for a guardianship program for The Center for Independence, Inc. and Dellie Valcourt became guardian being able to provide increased time and services for individuals who need this service.  
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When Danny came to The Center he was a very thin, fragile man, weighing only 62 pounds.  He had been in an abusive situation in foster care
and at about 16 or 17 years old his hip and femur were broken.  He never received treatment and a functional hip grew 3” above the original socket which is still rough on the edges.  His femur grew new bone that filled the large area.  A specialist states he should not even be able to walk, but Danny was happy to show the specialist his bowling form.

Danny also came with the need for full mouth extractions to avoid bacterial infection to the bloodstream and heart.  He handled the surgery like a soldier and wears handsome false teeth to show his warm and gracious smile.

Danny was quiet and shy and seemed almost afraid to let his needs and wants known.  Staff and other individuals became friends with Danny almost immediately.  It took a bit of persuasion and a lot of love, but he finally came around and started to trust people.  
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Very little is known about Danny’s past.  It was realized that Danny had some formal or private training, because we soon realized he knew his ABC’s and numbers.  With this knowledge in hand, Danny was introduced to the world of computers.  What a find!  He immediately took to learning about how to work them.  Danny was helped to learn basic computer programs, i.e., concentration, math, money, spelling.  That was all it took.  He is now the first one on the computers in the morning.  Anytime The Center installs a new program, Danny is the first one who wants to learn it and beams with pride every time he masters the new program.  

Danny still has some obstacles to overcome, one of these is his speech.  Danny is the type of person to face things head on and with determination to achieve any goal he sets.  One of Danny’s goals is to learn to speak more clearly so that others may understand him better.  With help from many people, Danny gives it his all.  He now attends speech therapy and uses a DynaVox which enables him to program what he wants to say and then it says it clearly for him.
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When Danny is offered time in the community, he excels.  He so enjoys the company of his peers and the understanding and compassion of staff.  If there is some place to go, Danny is always ready to be a part of the group.  He enjoys going to summer camp and is saving money to go again this summer.  He also went to Tallahassee during the legislative session with a friend and a couple of staff and met members of the Pasco delegation to let them know his needs via his DynaVox.  Danny and several of his friends attended the last Arc of Florida Convention going to the different sessions and attending the formal ball. 
Dan now lives with friends in an Assisted Living facility 
owned by The Center.  He takes pride in his room and 
home and helps with chores.  He knows that at last he has
 “his home,” and he does not hesitate to tell others about 
it.  Dan is an avid collector of music, VCR and DVD’s.  
He enjoys the fact the he can go to his room, listen to his 
music and relax after a full day of school, work, bowling, and outside activities.  Dan is very organized with his clothes and belongings and he saved his money and purchased new furniture.  He also bought curtains and a quilt for his bed.  

Although many people said that Danny would never be able to work due to his often unintelligible speech, he wanted to work and earn a paycheck.  With the help of the Supported Employment program, he is now a custodian working part-time cleaning the bathrooms, taking out the trash, vacuuming and mopping floors.  He does a great job and looks forward to receiving that paycheck.  He is becoming familiar with his bank and saving, as well as spending.  He fills out his deposit slip and signs his check with his account number.
With the help of his guardian, Danny petitioned the court to restore his right to work and his right to vote.  Both of these rights were restored and Danny not only maintains a job, but exercised his right to vote in the presidential election of 2008.  He was very proud that he had learned all about each of the candidates and showed off his “I Voted” sticker the rest of the day.

It’s almost impossible now to look back and remember how helpless he seemed at one time.  He has become an integral part of The Center and the community.  He is courteous and caring and is always very thankful for any effort put forth to him.  He will always greet you with a smile on his face.  Danny’s enthusiasm is contagious amongst his peers, as well as staff.  It only goes to prove, we do what is expected of us.  We achieve what we put our efforts to.  One of his guardian’s favorite quotes that always reflects back to Dan is, “To accomplish great things we must not only act but dream, not only plan, but also believe.”     
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